
Sign up to golf or attend the cocktail hour and dinner at the Buffalo CPCU Society Golf Tournament 
on Monday, August 13th at Transit Valley Country Club.  The day's events include lunch, golf at one 
of the area's premier courses, a welcome cocktail reception, and chef-prepared stations dinner fea-
turing carved Prime Rib and Turkey.  This year it will again benefit the Scholarship fund and Read to 
Succeed Buffalo. We also appreciate any basket raffle, silent auction, or Sponsor donations. 
Here's some of what's new this year: 

 Free Gift for all Golfers manufactured by Buffalo's Made in America Store. 

 Hole in One Contest - On every Par 3 this year and free to all registrants!  Opportunities to win $10,000 cash, 2 Continental Airfares, Callaway 

Irons, and a Flat Screen TV.  Thanks to Enterprise for its sponsorship. 

 Free Stretching and Massage - New this year!  Northtown Chiropractic & Injury Rehab will be offering free stretching, soft tissue massage, cold 

laser therapy and chirpractic care for those interested before and after Golf play. 

 Live Music, On-Course Contests and Raffles - Thank you to Buffalo CPCU, Bob Schiele whom will be donating his musical talents for the Cock-

tail Hour and beginning of Dinner.  As in past years, there will be Long-drive and Closest to the Pin contests for Men and Women, along with a Bas-
ket Raffle and Silent Auction that will be open all day. 

Learn more about the day's events and our current sponsors at www.BuffaloCPCUgolf.com! 

Please feel free to contact our Tournament Co-Chair, Sam Webster at 716-849-3231 
or swebster@merchantsgroup.com if you have any questions.  Once again, the Buffalo CPCU Society 
and Read to Succeed Buffalo sincerely appreciate your support and hope to see you this year 

 

Thanks to everyone who came out to our social gathering on Thursday, July 26 at the Barrel Factory.  

We look forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events throughout 2018.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

We will be hosting a 3 credit hour CE 

class on September 18 at the Larkin 

Center from 8:30—11:30 AM.  Duane 

DiPirro will be presenting The Essen-

tials of Contractual Risk Transfers.   

Local Conferment  will be held on 

October 4 at Protocol Restaurant at 

6766 Transit Road in Amherst.       

KEEP IN TOUCH 

We have a new chapter e-mail, 

questions for the board can be sent 

to BuffaloChapter@CPCUSociety.org 

Check out our Facebook Page: 

Buffalo Chapter of the CPCU Society 

Board meetings are held on the first 

Tuesday of every month at 7:30 am 

at the Larkin Center.  For more de-

tails check our chapter site at: 

https://buffalo.cpcusociety.org/ 

Other officer contacts an be found 

on Page 10 

 Golf Scholarship and Charity Tournament 
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2018 Buffalo I-Day 

April 12, 2018 
 

Buffalo Niagara 

Convention Center 

GEICO Attendees: (L to R) Ken 

Grek, Lori Skinner, Kelly Burdick, 

Dana Machajewski, Colleen 

Ryan and Jennifer Wagner 

Keynote speaker and twelve-time Olympic medalist: Dara Torres 

Kevin Kubera and Joe Wagner 

enjoying Casino Games  



Candidate/Career Development Breakfast 

We had a great turnout at the Candi-

date/Career Development Breakfast 

held at Milo’s in Williamsville on 

Wednesday, May 16.   

Anne Ryan (L) presented on behalf 

of Read to Succeed Buffalo as chap-

ter members listened on.   

Cameron Cecere, son of Dave Ce-

cere, CPCU, was honored as our 

scholarship winner.   

Thanks to all who attended! 



Meet the Members: Amelia Alt  

We’re happy to add a new feature 

to the Buffalo CPCU Society Chap-

tergram to help our members get 

to know one another.  If you would 

like to contribute to a future edi-

tion, please e-mail Jen Wagner at 

JenniferWagner@geico.com   

Date CPCU attained:  

November 1, 2017  

Other courses completed:   

AINS and API  

Why did you pursue the CPCU  

designation?:   

I pursued this designation to get a 

better understanding of the insur-

ance industry and to further my 

carrier.  

Employer, position:  

Erie and Niagara Insurance Associa-

tion, Personal Lines Underwriter  

What is a typical day like in your 
role?:  
A typical day in my role is to review 
new applications submitted for 
homeowners, rentals and vacant 
dwellings. Once the initial review 
has taken place I follow up with 
agents on required information to 
proceed with the coverage and/or 
order an inspection. Then when the 
inspection comes in it is reviewed 
and I am able to make an informed 
underwriting decision on if the risk 
is acceptable and if not is there a 
way to make it acceptable. 
Throughout the day I also assist 
agents with questions pertaining to 
potential clients or on current poli-
cies or writing new risks.  
 
If you could eat one meal for the 

rest of your life, what would it be?:  

Ice Cream   

 

Do you collect anything?:    

My husband would ask what don’t I 

collect.   

Before your current employer, 

what was the most interesting or 

unusual job you had?:  

I used to help milk cows on my 

husband’s family owned dairy 

farm.     

 

What do you enjoy most about 

being a CPCU Society member?:  

I enjoy the different webinars that 

are put on to keep me current in 

the insurance industry 

 

Anything else you’d like to share 

about yourself:   

I have to say when growing up I 

never imaged myself working in 

the insurance industry. When I was 

in college going for business I need-

ed an internship that would work 

around my full time job and going 

to school full time. I contacted a 

local insurance agent who was 

more than gracious and allowed 

me to help out in the office and see 

how they operated. This was the 

first “dabble” I had in insurance. 

Even at this point in my life I didn’t 

think I would be working in the 

insurance industry. When I gradu-

ated college I was trying to find a 

job that I would enjoy doing and 

not feel like such a chore. I started 

to apply to local companies in a 

variety of industries and figured I 

would give insurance a try. Now 

that I have been in this industry for 

almost 5 years I couldn’t imagine 

doing something else. So my main 

point by saying this is that we have 

to try new things in life including 

pushing ourselves to further our 

education and branching out into 

new career fields until we find 

something that makes us happy.     

What is your favorite family vacation?:  

My favorite vacation was camping with my 

family during the summer  

 

If you could go back in time, what year 

would you travel to?:  

I would travel back to the 1920’s to be able to 

witness how our country transformed during 

the roaring 20’s.     

 

What do you like to do in your spare time?:  

I enjoy playing with my two dogs (Great 

Danes) and watching my cows in the pasture 

behind my home.  

 

Advice for a CPCU candidate:  

Some advice I can give is to make sure that 

you take the time to actually read the materi-

al and study. Try not to spread the tests out 

over a long period of time as I found it much 

easier to just take one test after another. 

Lastly, make yourself a schedule. A schedule 

of what windows you want to take each 

course and a schedule of what chapter you 

would be on each week during that window. I 

found this to help me stay on track and keep 

motivated to stay on time.  



Meet the Members: Matt Bokman 
Year CPCU attained: 

2/27/2015  

Other courses completed: 

AINS  

Employer, position:  

Erie and Niagara Insurance 

Association, Senior Commer-

cial Lines Underwriter  

Why did you pursue the 
CPCU designation?  
Career advancement, and to 
expand my understanding of 
the insurance industry.    
 
What is a typical day like in 
your role?:   
I handle new, renewal and 
existing business for com-
mercial lines. My day consists 
of discussing risks with our 
agents and finding solutions 
to help them and the compa-
ny write profitable business.  
 

If you could live anywhere, 

where would it be?   

Buffalo, NY 

 

What celebrity would you 
like to meet for coffee?   
Michael Jordan 
 
What is the last book you 
read?   
Barbarian Days: A Surfing 
Life    
 

What do you like to do in 

your spare time?:  

I love playing and watching 

sports – basketball, soccer 

and football are a few of my 

favorites.  

What do you enjoy most 

about being a CPCU Society 

member?:  

It is a great way to network 

and meet people with similar 

career goals. 

Advice for a CPCU candidate:  
Complete the program as 
soon as possible, so you can 
maximize the benefits of hav-
ing a CPCU. Also, focus on 
learning the material instead 
of just passing tests and it 
will pay dividends through-
out your career.  

Before your current employer, what 
was the most interesting or unusual 
job you had?:  
I started out at Erie and Niagara imme-
diately after college. Prior to that I was 
delivering pizzas and working at my 
family farm. 
 

What is your favorite summer winter 
activity?   
Skiing 

 

 

Tuesday, September 18: Continuing Education Class 

Taught by Duane DiPirro, CPCU, CIC, AU 

Course Name: The Essentials of Contractual Risk Transfer 

8:30 AM – 11:30 AM, 3 Credit Hours, hosted at the Larkin Center  

726 Exchange Street, 8th Floor Barton Room, Free Parking in Surface Lots 

 

Thursday, October 4: Local Conferment 

Protocol Restaurant, 6766 Transit Road, Amherst  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiwrZXN9rzcAhVOnOAKHeBXCvQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Fmarket%2Focean_save_the_date&psig=AOvVaw0sZIbM6ckuvh3LzXhzS0vm&ust=1532699996999821


Buffalo CPCU Society  
Scholarship & Charity 

Golf  Tournament 

August 13, 2018 
Transit Valley C.C. 

8920 Transit Road 

East Amherst, NY 

fifth edition 

To Benefit:  

Sign up now:  
BuffaloCPCUGolf.com 



The Buffalo Chapter would like to extend a 

heartfelt thank you to our paid members and 

the companies that support them.  Without 

your contributions, we would not be able to 

hold the events, seminars and offer scholar-

ships that support our candidates and mem-

bers.  

If you have not yet had a chance to pay your 

dues, you can use the link to do so. 

25-35% discount on study materials and online CE courses 

Attend events as a discounted rate  

Gain technical knowledge specific to your job from 14 specialized interest 

Access to over 50 complimentary webinars covering industry topics and trends  

Just a reminder of a few of the benefits included with membership:  

Thank you, CPCU Society Members!  

Access to complementary quarterly online courses from The Institutes  

Networking: Connect with CPCUs in 130 Chapters in over 40 Countries  

Access to our online job database  

Much more – check out the full benefits here: https://www.cpcusociety.org/membership/benefits  

2018—San Diego, California 

October 13-16. 2018 

2019—New Orleans, Louisiana 
September 21-24, 2019 

2020—Washington, D.C. 
October 3-6, 2020 

https://www.cpcusociety.org/webster/DuesDisplay
https://login.theinstitutes.org/login?memberSite=society_national&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpcusociety.org%2Fwebster%2FDuesDisplay&cancelUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpcusociety.org%2F
https://www.cpcusociety.org/membership/benefits


Sam Webster, MBA, CPCU 

swebster@merchantsgroup.com  

Secretary 

Karen Dean, CPCU, AU, CIC 

kdean@merchantsgroup.com  

Treasurer  

Jennifer Wagner, CPCU, AINS, AIC, AIS, API, AIDA 

jenniferwagner@geico.com  

Vice President  

Kevin Kubera, CPCU, ARM 

kevin.kubera@usi.com 

President  

2018 CPCU Society Chapter Officers  
Questions? CONTACT US! 

Immediate Past President  

Brenda Sokolowski, CPCU, CIP, ACSR 

brenda.sokolowski@kellerinsure.com   

Golf Tournament Co-Chair 

Sam Webster, CPCU  

By-Laws, History, Membership 

Joanne Klenk, CPCU 

Darryl Witt, CPCU  

Education 

Ron Cycon, CPCU  

Candidate Development 

Lynn Dominiak, CPCU  

2018 Officers:  2018 Directors and Committee Chairpersons:   

Public Relations  

Ken Grek, CPCU  

Web Master  

Brian Lane, CPCU  

Scholarship Committee  

Sandy Sugg, CPCU, API, AIM 

Shelly Gorcia, CPCU 

Social  

Barb Schaffstall, CPCU  

Golf Tournament Co-Chair 

Kevin Parks, CPCU  


